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We have no hesitation in heartily recommending the series to which 
the novels here noticed belong (and a third of which has lately ap- 
peared in German), although we are well aware that to the average 
American novel-reader their perusal may prove a task rather than a 
pleasure. To Germans, however, these tales would give great satisfac- 
tion, even if their artistic merits were far less than we have indicated. 
Recording, as they do, the great deeds and the characteristic virtues 
of his forefathers, they are sure to find a ready response in the 
bosom of every patriotic Teuton. 



14. — Lex Salica herausgegeben. Von J. Fe. Bbhrend. Nebst den Ca- 
pitularien zur Lex Salica hearheitet. Von Alfred Boretius. Berlin. 
1874. 

Professor Behbend of the University of Greifswald had already 
conceived and in a broad way sketched out the plan of his new edi- 
tion of the Lex Salica in a pamphlet written in honor of the fiftieth 
Doctor Jiibilceum of his venerable master, Professor Homeyer of the 
Berlin University, in whose school nearly all the Germanists of the 
present day were formed. This plan was followed by a first instal- 
ment of the edition as it was intended to appear, comprising the 
Cap. I. -VIII. of the Lex Salica. The pamphlet appeared in 1871, 
and is now followed by the complete work. 

The historical importance of the Lex Salica has been often and 
recently explained to the readers of this Review ; and to the numerous 
and increasing class of students busied with the philosophy and origin 
of law and society, every new fact relating to the Lex, especially the 
appearance of a new and improved edition, is of special interest. 
The editor begins by explaining in his Preface the point of view at 
which he places himself in order to do the work. He then furnishes 
a table of the relations of the various chapters with each other, accord- 
ing to the different manuscripts. In a second appendix he groups the 
diiferent manuscripts by families. In a third he indicates in a table 
the relation of the different editions of the Lex Salica which have 
been ptiblished heretofore. Then follows the text itself, and the 
Capitularies edited by Mr. Boretius. The Extravaganten, the Prol- 
ogues and Epilogues, the Remissorien, are thrown together at the end 
of the volume, which concludes with an index or register of words 
and expressions. 

Before examining further the work of Professor Behrend, it may 
be well to explain briefly the points of view which have been taken 
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by the modem editors of this celebrated law. Pardessus in his Loi 
Salique, published in 1843, reproduced purely and simply the eight 
fundamental texts. These texts form the basis of Waitz's edition in 
his work on Das alte Recht der Salischeti Franken, in 1846, in which 
he proposed to himself to re-establish the Lex, so far as possible, in 
its primitive form. Merkel, whose edition succeeded that of Waitz, 
started from the supposition that the four distinctly recognized types 
of texts are merely revisions succeeding one another, originating 
at different epochs, and aiming to record such modifications of legis- 
lation as had been produced in the interval between one revision 
and its successor. Hence Merkel presents these modifications in the 
fundamental text as Nmellae. To us this division appears, however, 
purely artificial, and wanting even the merit of clearness. As for the 
siibsequent edition of Hub^, it amounts only to the reproduction of a 
simple text contained in a manuscript, which, after having belonged 
to the College Clermont at Paris, passed into Keller's library, and 
thence to Warsaw, where it still remains. 

Professor Behrend, in his turn, proposes to present the texts which 
are extant in such a manner as to bring into prominence the relations 
between them ; an order which is simply systematic and the result of 
bringing the texts together, without any artificial arrangement like 
that of Merkel. His Textapparaf consists of the eight texts of 
Pardessus and that of Hube. These texts may be ari'anged in five 
families : 1. The four manuscripts containing the short text of sixty- 
five chapters ; 2. The two manuscripts containing the longer text in 
sixty-five chapters ; 3. The nine manuscripts containing the text in 
ninety-nine chapters ; 4. The manuscripts, most numerous of all, 
containing the Lex Saliea Emendata ; 5. The text edited by Herold, 
which, according to Professor Behrend, is the copy of a lost manu- 
script, and not, as admitted by Merkel, and as we had till now sup- 
posed most likely, a combination of materials extracted from several 
manuscripts at once. 

The principal characteristics of the new edition may be very briefly 
characterized. The editor has taken for his fundamental text the 
first text of Pardessus, from which he has departed only where the 
reading appears to be inexact. Such additions as are offered by com- 
parison of the other texts are indicated wherever required, with the 
mention Zusatz, and a parenthesis notes the text which is their 
source. Besides these additions, the most important variations follow 
each paragraph immediately, while the other simple variations are 
consigned to foot-notes. And finally, the Malberg glosses are bor- 
rowed from Pardessus and from Merkel. 
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In this concise form, the present edition is certainly the best that 
has yet appeared. It is methodical. It takes as its starting-point no 
mere hypothesis like that of Merkel. Yet after all, it is little more 
than the edition of Pardessus in a concentrated form and in fewer 
pages. As such, it is more convenient and more manageable for 
scholars ; and it contains some valuable corrections. But science is 
still far from having said its last word on the subject of this law, so 
interesting and so important as containing the germ of Germanic in- 
stitutions. We notice with pleasure the remark of Professor Behrend, 
that he proposes later to attempt to establish the genealogical con- 
nection of these texts. It is certainly true that the history of this 
celebrated text has not yet been written, but at least, by this pre- 
liminary work, Professor Behrend may perhaps diminish a little the 
difficulty of the scientific problem. 

Mr. Boretius, who edits the Capitularies to the Lex Salica, has 
recently published a work entitled Beitrage zur Capitularienhritih. 
These two works naturally belong together, and at some future time 
it may be well to call attention to them. 



14. — The Legend of Jubal, and other Poems. By George Eliot. 
William Blackwood and Sons : Edinburgh and London. 1874. 

When the author of " Middlemarch " published, some years since, 
her first volume of verse, the reader, in trying to judge it fairly, asked 
himself what he should think of it if she had never published a line 
of prose. The question, perhaps, was not altogether a help to strict 
fairness of judgment, but the author was protected from illiberal con- 
clusions by the fact that, practically, it was impossible to answer it. 
George Eliot belongs to that class of pre-eminent writers in relation to 
whom the imagination comes to self-consciousness only to find itself 
in subjection. It was impossible to disengage one's judgment from 
the permanent influence of " Adam Bede " and its companions, and it 
was necessary, from the moment that the author undertook to play 
the poet's part, to feel that her genius was all of one piece. People 
have often asked themselves how they would estimate Shakespeare if 
they knew him only by his comedies, Homer if his name stood only for 
the " Odyssey," and Milton if he had written nothing but " Lycidas " 
and the shorter pieces. The question, of necessity, inevitable though 
it is, leads to nothing. George Eliot is neither Homer nor Shake- 
speare nor Milton ; but her work, like theirs, is a massive achieve- 
ment, divided into a supremely good and a less good, and it provokes 



